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The young plants are put into the mud in bunches of four
or five and then left until the ripening period approaches
when the chief anxiety is the attacks of birds \s at planting
so at reaping every one turns out and with knnes and
sickles the crop is gathered mto shea\es on a prepared patch
of ground \\here it is threshed by cattle treading out the
gram It is then \vinnowed and sold on the spot or stored
as the fanner decides

Other important crops in this region are the coco nut
(especially on the lowlands near the coast) rubber which
is still in its mfanc\ pepper tobacco sugar cotton and
sesamum a plant alternated with nee and grown for the
sake of the oil contained in the seed Many other plants

FIG 131   SHANS NORTH THAILAND
The Shans are Thai Highlanders   and are less Mongohaa m
feature than the Chinese.   They are skilled in arts and crafts
and are more like Europeans m complexion than any other
Asiatic race.